
 

Strafford Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Combined meeting of the MPO Policy Committee Meeting & SRPC Commissioners 
 
Friday, May 21st 2021  9:00 – 10:30 AM 
Remote Zoom Meeting 

1. Introductions 
2. Staff Communications 

5 mins 

3. Public Hearing – Draft 2021-2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan 15 Mins 

4. Action Item(s) [Motion Required] 
4.1. Approve draft minutes from April 16th 2021 
4.2. Approve the Draft 2021-2045 Metro Plan 

5 mins 

5. Discussion Items 
5.1. Update Regional Planning Priorities for Ten Year Plan and legislative process 

20 mins 

6. Project Updates 5 mins 

7. Other Business 5 mins 

8. Commissioner Roundtable – Updates from your community 
What should SRPC be focused on for COVID-19 recovery planning that would help your community? 

5 mins 

9. Citizen’s Forum – Citizens of the Strafford region are invited to speak on the subject matter of the 
meeting.  Statements shall be limited to three minutes 

 

 
Reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities are available upon request. Include a description of the 
accommodation you will need including as much detail as you can. Also include a way we can contact you if we need 
more information. Make your request as early as possible; please allow at least 5 days advance notice. Last minute 
requests will be accepted but may be impossible to fill. Please call (603) 994-3500 or email srpc@strafford.org. 
 

The Chair of SRPC has found that, due to the State of Emergency declared by the Governor as a result of the COVID-
19 pandemic and in accordance with the Governor’s Emergency Order #12 pursuant to Executive Order 2021-08, 
SRPC and committees thereof are authorized to meet electronically.  
 
Please note that there is no physical location to observe and listen contemporaneously to this meeting, which was 
authorized pursuant to the Governor’s Emergency Order.  
 
SRPC is utilizing Zoom for this electronic meeting. All members of the Committee have the ability to communicate 
contemporaneously during this meeting through this platform, and the public has access to contemporaneously listen 
and, if necessary, participate in the meeting as follows:  
 
Click here to access the meeting online  
Telephone-only Access: +1 646 558 8656 and Meeting ID: 833 2937 9249 
 

These instructions have also been provided on the SRPC website at www.strafford.org. If anybody is unable to access 
the meeting, please email clentz@strafford.org or call (603) 994-3500. In the event the public is unable to access the 
meeting, the meeting will be adjourned and rescheduled. 

mailto:srpc@strafford.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/w/83329379249?tk=ukS8Ilx-OskKvmT36zoOaGwl8ll9orz6bnd8WJIwLOc.DQIAAAATZtFrsRZvZU82MlBHVFJuV1dJRlRlYjFiWUJRAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
https://us02web.zoom.us/w/83329379249?tk=ukS8Ilx-OskKvmT36zoOaGwl8ll9orz6bnd8WJIwLOc.DQIAAAATZtFrsRZvZU82MlBHVFJuV1dJRlRlYjFiWUJRAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
mailto:clentz@strafford.org


 

 

Rules of Procedure 

 

Strafford Regional Planning Commission 

Strafford Metropolitan Planning Organization, and  

Strafford Economic Development District 

Meeting Etiquette 
 
Be present at the scheduled start of the meeting. 
 
Be respectful of the views of others. 
 
Ensure that only one person talks at a time. Raising your hand to be recognized by the chair or 
facilitator is good practice. 
 
Do not interrupt others, or start talking before someone finishes. 
 
Do not engage in cross talk. 
 
Avoid individual discussions in small groups during the meeting. When one person speaks, others 
should listen. 
 
Active participation is encouraged from all members.  
 
When speaking, participants should adhere to topics of discussion directly related to agenda items.  
 
When speaking, individuals should be brief and concise. 
 
The Strafford Regional Planning Commission & Metropolitan Planning Organization holds both 
public meetings and public hearings.  
 
For public meetings, guests are welcome to observe, but should follow proper meeting etiquette 
allowing the meeting to proceed uninterrupted. Members of the public who wish to be involved and 
heard should use venues such as citizen forum, public hearings, public comment periods, outreach 
events, seminars, workshops, listening sessions, etc.   
 



 

 

Strafford Metropolitan Planning Organization 

Policy Committee 

 Meeting Minutes 

Friday, April 16th 2021   9:00 – 11:00 AM 

Strafford Regional Planning Commission  
Virtual Meeting via Zoom 

Rochester, NH 

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:05am 
The chair read the following statement prior to the roll call: 
 
The chair of the Strafford MPO Policy Committee has found that, due to the COVID-
19/Coronavirus crisis and in accordance with Governor Sununu’s Emergency Order #12 pursuant 
to Executive Order 2021-04, this Committee is authorized to meet electronically.   
 
Please note that there is no physical location to observe and listen contemporaneously to the 
meeting, which was authorized pursuant to the Governor’s Emergency Order.  However, in 
accordance with the Emergency Order, this is to confirm that we are:  

• Providing public access to the meeting by telephone, with additional access possibilities by video or other 
electronic means. We are utilizing the Zoom platform for this electronic meeting. All members 
of the Committee have the ability to communicate contemporaneously during this meeting 
through the Zoom platform, and the public has access to contemporaneously listen and, if 
necessary, participate in this meeting through dialing the following phone number 1-646-
558-8656 and meeting ID  829 0534 5549, or by clicking on the following website address:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82905345549?pwd=eTQ4dEVrbjVPbm5iL2dqQmxIdXpyQT09   
 

• Providing public notice of the necessary information for accessing the meeting. We previously gave notice 
to the public of how to access the meeting using Zoom, and instructions are provided on the 
SRPC website at www.strafford.org. 
 

• Providing a mechanism for the public to alert the public body during the meeting if there are problems with 
access. If anybody has a problem, please call 603-948-9483 or email at: clentz@strafford.org 

 

• Adjourning the meeting if the public is unable to access the meeting. In the event the public is unable to 
access the meeting, we will adjourn the meeting and have it rescheduled at that time. Please 
note that all votes that are taken during this meeting shall be done by Roll Call vote.  Let’s 
start the meeting by taking a Roll Call attendance.  When each member states their presence, 
also please state whether there is anyone in the room with you during this meeting, which is 
required under the Right-to-Know law.   

 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82905345549?pwd=eTQ4dEVrbjVPbm5iL2dqQmxIdXpyQT09


 

 

1. Attendance: 

Committee Members  
Peter Nelson (Newmarket), Mark Richardson (Somersworth), Joe Boudreau (Rochester), Barb 
Holstein (Rochester), Steve Diamond (Barrington), Michael Williams (COAST), Glenn Davison 
(NHDOT), Tim White (NHDES), Dave Landry (Dover), Wayne Burton (Durham), Mike Bobinsky 
(Somersworth), Don Hamann (Rochester), 
 
Guests 
Shanna Saunders (Rochester),  
 
Staff  
Rachel Dewey, Natalie Moles, Nancy O’Connor, Alaina Rogers, James Burdin, Jackson Rand, 
Stephen Geis, Jen Czysz, Colin Lentz 
 
2. Staff Communications 
C. Lentz noted that the Strafford MPO meeting would be relatively short and members would 
adjourn and reconvene as the RPC commissioners. 
 
3. Action Items 

3.1 Minutes from March 19th 2021 

D. Hamann made a motion to approve the minutes as written. 
Seconded by M. Richardson 
Vote: unanimous in favor (via roll-call vote) 

 

3.2 Review TAC scoring of proposed Transportation Alternatives projects 
C. Lentz presented the results from scoring of the three candidate TAP projects proposed in the 
region (Rochester, Dover, and Durham). He noted that the SRPC results would inform the final 
NHDOT scoring, but the committee’s decision at this meeting would not be the final decision about 
which project gets funded. That decision rests with the Commissioner of NHDOT. C. Lentz said 
scorers had expressed that all three projects were excellent, and it was difficult to compare them. All 
three scored high and were very close in scores.  
 
D. Landry made a motion to accept the TAP scores and send them to NHDOT 
Seconded by D. Hamann  
Vote: unanimous in favor (via roll-call vote) 
 
4. Project Updates 
4.1. Upcoming Metro Plan public comment period  
C. Lentz reminded members that the Metro Plan was in public comment and would be up for a vote 
following a public hearing at the May Policy meeting. 
 
5. Adjournment 
At 9:30 the members transitioned from MPO business and reconvened as the Strafford RPC 
commissioners to discuss candidate projects for the Comprehensive Economic Development 
Strategy (CEDS). 



Memo 
May 2021 Policy Meeting Prep 
 
The RPC phase of the Ten Year Plan development process has concluded and the Governor’s Advisory 
Commission on Intermodal Transportation (GACIT) will soon begin meeting with NHDOT to discuss 
funding priorities and individual projects. GACIT members will host public hearings around the state in 
the fall prior to submitting the draft Ten Year Plan to the Governor near the end of the calendar year.  
 
This is an opportunity to review and update overall regional and statewide goals and priorities for 
transportation development. Below are the goals in the Metro Plan organized by theme area. I’ve also 
included the most recently adopted regional priorities that were used for advocacy during the GACIT 
and legislative process in 2019-2020. Please review the draft MTP goals and current regional priorities 
before discussion at the Policy meeting. 
 
Overall System Performance Goals 

• Maintain and improve the reliability of the highway system. 

• Reduce congestion and travel delay. 

• Increase accessibility to alternative modes of transportation. 

• Increase safety for non‐motorized modes of transportation. 
 
Infrastructure Condition Goals 

• Keep public roads in good condition. 

• Restore or upgrade bridges and culverts in critical condition. 

• Prioritize planning and projects focused on adapting to climate change and improving 
infrastructure resilience. 

• Increase adoption of alternative transportation modes to reduce wear and tear on roads. 
 
 Safety Goals  

• Reduce the number of crashes on public roadways that result in fatalities and severe injuries.  

• Reduce the number of crashes involving non-motorized users and build safer streets where 
bicycle and pedestrian activity is high.  

• Reduce motorcycle crashes.  

• Proactively identify high-crash locations.  
 
Intra-Regional Public Transit Goals 

• Increase funding for public transit. 

• Promote ridership on regional public transit. 

• Increase frequency on existing public transit routes. 

• Increase service coverage and coordination of demand-response transit service for seniors and 
people with disabilities. 

• Coordinate new development with public transit access. 

• Increase transit access for seniors and people with disabilities. 
 
Inter-Regional Transit Goals 

• Improve linkages to existing intercity bus service for pedestrians, cyclists, and local transit. 

• Support policy and develop projects that expand inter-city bus service to new destinations. 



• Increase capacity of active railroads in the region to increase frequency of passenger and freight 
rail service. 

 
Economic Linkages Goals 

• Improve multimodal connections that increase mobility and accessibility of people and freight. 

• Support the development of walkable community centers that promote local businesses and 
create a sense of place. 

• Increase capacity of existing rail infrastructure for passenger and freight. 

• Increase economic resilience to the impacts of climate change. 
 
Housing and Jobs Goals 

• Increase public transit service in the region. 

• Support coordination of affordable housing development with public transit and multimodal 
transportation improvements. 

• Improve accessibility for non-motorized modes, especially in areas with low income and limited 
transportation options. 

• Increase workforce mobility. 

• Build resilience in areas where people are most vulnerable to climate change. 
 
Population and Demographics Goals 

• Increase transportation independence for a growing number of seniors. 

• Increase access to jobs and essential services for people with low income and limited vehicle 
access. 

• Increase funding for public transit. 
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Regional priorities as presented to the Governor's Advisory Commission on Intermodal Transportation in 2019
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