
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STRAFFORD REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
150 Wakefield Street, Suite 12, Rochester, NH 03867 
 

Barrington ꞁ Brookfield ꞁ Dover ꞁ Durham ꞁ Farmington ꞁ Lee ꞁ Madbury ꞁ Middleton ꞁ Milton ꞁ New Durham 
Newmarket ꞁ Northwood ꞁ Nottingham ꞁ Rochester ꞁ Rollinsford ꞁ Somersworth ꞁ Strafford ꞁ Wakefield 

MPO Policy Meeting 
Friday, April 19, 2024 9:00-10:30 AM 
Hybrid Meeting (Conference Rm 1A, SRPC Office & via Zoom)  
 
1. Introductions 
Vice Chair Peter Nelson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM and asked for 
introductions.  
 
Members attending in person: Peter Nelson, Newmarket; Bill Fisher, Farmington; 
Barbara Holstein, Rochester; Joe Boudreau, Rochester; Glen Davison, DOT, Karen Golab, 
Milton; Michael Williams, COAST; Teresa Bascom, Nottingham 
 
Members attending on Zoom: Katrin Kasper, Lee; Wayne Burton, Durham; Jesica 
Wilcox, DES  
 
Guests: Michael Lehrman, Durham, Tim Roche, RPC; John Hotchkiss, NH Farm Museum  
 
Staff attending in person: Jen Czysz, Colin Lentz, Kyle Pimental, Stephen Gies, Mark 
Davie, Rachel Dewey, 
 
Staff attending virtually: Lisa Murphy, Megan Taylor-Fetter 
 
2. Commissioner Roundtable 
M. Towne stated that the proposal to move the Barrington Library relocation to the former 
medical building was approved at Town meeting and is expecting to open June 25 
 
D. Hamann stated that the final paving and striping at Strafford Square will be completed 
shortly. This has been a 20-year project.  
 
D. Hamann stated that another roundabout will be going in by Sig Sauer and is in the final 
design stages. The Howard building will be starting soon. The new school project is 
waiting for fish and game to issue the ok for construction; construction is due to start May 
6. 
 
P. Nelson stated that Newmarket has flipped the switch on the community power program 
and asked if SRPC could create a map referencing member communities.  
 
W. Burton stated the Edge project proposals deadline was yesterday. The concept is for a 
large research and economic generator at the west edge of campus.This is proposed to be 
1 million square foot $30 mil building project which will house offices, restaurants, 
academic and industry collaborate. All activities will be taxed by the town and Durham 
zoning will be applied. Awaiting new president. $100 mil project.  
 
a. Public Hearing: Transportation Improvement Program Amendment 5 
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At 9:22 AM Vice Chair P. Nelson opened the public hearing. C. Lentz gave a brief 
description of the TIP process. Amendment 5 originally included no projects in our region. 
But we received a request from NHDOT to remove a project that is in the approved TIP. 
This is project 44367 – funding for COAST to hire a full-time staff member to run the 
CommuteSMART program in the seacoast. That program promotes alternatives 
commuting by bus, bike, walking, and telework. The removal request is because Federal 
Transit Administration was in the process of reviewing the project for eligibility. The 
project was requested to be removed from our TIP and the Statewide TIP until that 
determination was made. I just received word that FHWA and FTA have determined that 
the project is not eligible as submitted.  
 
Discussion ensued on the options of how to move forward with the amendment.  
 
M. Williams motioned and D. Hamann seconded to remove project 44367 from the TIP.  A 
roll call vote was taken: D. Hamann, P. Nelson, B. Fisher, M. Williams, K. Golab, M. 
Towne, G. Davison, K. Kasper, W. Burton, J. Wilcox, P. Nelson, B. Holstein, J. Boudreau, 
voted in favor. T. Bascom voted in the negative. The motion passed with a majority in 
favor.  
 
3. Business Items 

a) Minutes of 1/19/2024, 2/16/2024, and 3/15/2024 
Czysz stated that after review of the procedures employed by other regional planning 
commissions, there is no one way of voting on minutes of the Commission and Policy 
Committee. The three other MPOs each have taken their own approach to the structure of 
their meetings and voting on minutes as a result. Given that the Policy Committee 
includes all Commissioners, but Commission meetings exclude some Policy Members, staff 
recommendation would be as follows: 

• Prior minutes of Commission only meetings (RPC and EDD) can be voted on at a 
Policy Committee meeting, however, non-commissioners should abstain. 

• Policy meeting minutes should be voted on by the Policy Committee to ensure those 
that are not commissioners can review and comment on the drafts. 

 
b) Transportation Improvement Program Amendment 5 

D. Hamann motioned to approve the 1/19/2024, 2/16/2024, and 3/15/2024 minutes as 
written. J. Boudreau seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken: D. Hamann, P. 
Nelson, B. Fisher, M. Williams,(MPO minutes only) K. Golab,(abstained from voting on the 
Jan and Mar minutes) M. Towne, G. Davison, K. Kasper, W. Burton, J. Wilcox, P. Nelson, 
B. Holstein, J. Boudreau, T. Bascom. The motion passed with all members voting in favor.  
 
 

c) Adopt SRPC Updated Bylaws 
J. Czysz stated that the Commission has received the final draft of bylaws for SRPC. The 
amendments were part of an effort to merge redundant bylaws into a single document 
that reflects SRPC’s role and structure. Substantive changes since the last time 
commissioners discussed the bylaws include: 

• Corrected title for COAST in two member lists (page 8 and 10) 
• Modified language on duties of the chair (page 4) “The Chair shall call and 

preside at meetings of the Commission, the Policy Committee, and the Executive 
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Committee; shall create and discharge standing committees and special 
committees; shall serve as a non-voting member ex officio of all committees, 
voting only in case of a tie; and shall perform other duties customary to the 
office. 

• Incorporated bylaws for the Regional Impact Committee  

D. Hamann motioned to approve the Amended By Laws as presented. T. Bascom 
seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken: D. Hamann, P. Nelson, B. Fisher, M. 
Williams, K. Golab, M. Towne, G. Davison, K. Kasper, W. Burton, J. Wilcox, P. Nelson, B. 
Holstein, J. Boudreau, T. Bascom. The motion passed with all members voting in favor. 
 
4. Discussion Items 
 

a. Active Transportation Plan – Public Comment Draft 
M. Davie stated that SRPC released a draft of the Regional Active Transportation Plan for 
public comments on Tuesday, April 16th. It is currently on the SRPC website and 
isavailable in hard copy at the Somersworth, Rochester, and Dover town halls and public 
libraries. M. Davie provided an overview of the draft plan, focusing on vision, goals, and 
implementation strategies.  
 

b. 2024 Regional Data Snapshot Update 
R. Dewey stated that SRPC staff have been hard at work compiling the latest data across 
a wide range of subject areas to update the regional data snapshot. It includes profiles for 
individual communities and an interactive map where data on multiple subjects can be 
viewed simultaneously. R. Dewey reviewed the updated document and highlighted 
relevant sections. 
 
5. Other Business 
There was no other Business 

 
6. Citizens Forum 
John Hotchkiss asked the Commission if anyone knew of any resources or had advice on 
moving an old school house in Milton to the NH Farm Museum.  
 
Kyle Pimental presented Bill Fisher with a framed map of Strafford County signed by SRPC 
Staff as a token of appreciation for his dedication to committees in Farmington and to 
SRPC. B. Fisher is retiring form public duty to spend time with family. 
 
7. Adjourn 
At 10:45 AM K. Golab motioned to adjourn seconded by B. Fisher. All in favor. 
Meeting adjourned 
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