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Statement of Significance

In 1991, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) established the National Scenic Byways
Program under the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) to recognize
outstanding roads for their intrinsic archaeological, historic, cultural, ra@tuscenic, and
recreationalqualities. In 1992, the State of New Hampshire created its own Scenic and Cultural
.egleda {eaidusSyYy dzyRSN) w{! HoyYmM®dpEI daidG2 LINBODARS
travel a system of byways which feature the scenic amltural qualities of the sate within the

existing highway system, promote retention of rural and urban scenic byways, support the
cultural, recreational and historic attributes along these byways and expose the unique

elements of the state's beauty, cdiNBE | YR KA & {2 NB ®¢

The Branch River Valley Trail was designated as a scenic byway in 1994 for its significant
contribution to presenting a complete picture of industrial and tourism development in New
Hampshire. The purpose of this plan is to highlighd amake accessible informan about the

diverse scenic and cultural resources of the Branch River Valley Trail and to communicate
information about theNew Hampshire Scenic and Cultural Bysvagtwork to the public.

Vi
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NH Cultural andscenic Byways Map

Scenic Byways

Legend

Scenic Byways

General John Stark Byway 282 Miles
@ American Independence Byway 30.4 Miles
@m— Amoskeag Millyard Seenic & Cultural Byway 1 Mile
@— A\pple Way 10 Miles
@m— Branch River Valley Trail 13.9 Miles
@m— Coastal Byway 23 Miles
@mm— Connecticut River Scenic Byway 234 Miles
@mm— Currier and Ives Trail 30.5 Miles
@mm— 1 ake Sunapee Scenic & Cultural Byway 2.5 Miles
@m— 1akes Region Tour 112 Miles
I | akes Region Tour Connector 6.5 Miles
@ \iills Scenic Byway 12.1 Miles
@ \oose Path Trail 135 Miles
@m— Presidential Range Tour 147.5 Miles
@mm— River Heritage Tour 220.8 Miles
@m— Robert Frost Scenic Byway 214 Miles
@ Stage Coach Scenic Byway
@ [ White Mountains Trail 170.8 Miles
@m— Upper Lamprey Scenic Byway
@m—\Woodland Heritage Trail 62.9 Miles

*Mileage is Approximate
g Interstates
(= Tumpikes
{3 jm= US Routes
~fas}= State Routes
e Circles

——— Ramps

August 27,2015

MASSACHUSETTS

New Hampthire

Department of Transportation

N

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

ICATALOG MAPS 20153Scenchighuays.mid
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Introduction

National and Statewide Byways Program

The National Scenic Byways Program was established under the Federal Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act of 1990he vision of the program is to create a distinctive
collection of American roasl Under New Hampshire RSA 238:19 the state byway system was
established in 1992. RSA 238:19 states:

The scenic and cultural byways system is established to provide the opportunity for
residents and visitors to travel a systenbgfvays which feature the scenic and cultural
gualities of the state within the existing highway system, promote retention of rural and
urban scenic byways, support the cultural, recreational and historic attributes along these
byways and expose the unigakements of the state's beauty, culture and history.

SincetheSy I OGYSyd 2F GKA& LINPINIYSEZ 2@0SNI mpn NRdzi S
Byways. This is separate from state designated byway¢éewHampshire there ar20 routes

that have been designated by tidew Hampshire Scenic andltiral BywaysCouncil Three

byways in the state are national scenic byways including the Connecticut River Byway, the
Kancamagus Scenic Byway, and the Wiibeintain Trail.

Located withirthe Strafford planning region there are three scenic byways: the Branch River
Valley Trail, the Mills Scenic Byway, and the Upper Lamprey River Scenic Byway. The Branch
River Valley Trail and the Mills Scenic Byways are located entirely within the vdglerthe

Upper Lamprey River Scenic Byway is located mostly in Candia, and Deerfield, with a portion in
Northwood.

Branch River Valley Scenic Byways

In 1994, just two yearafter the state byway program began, the Branch RWalley Trail was
designatedasa NH Cultural and Scenic Byway. Running along RN#i#85 and NH16, this 14

mile bywayrunsthrough Milton and WakefieldAs explained by the Wakefield Chamber of

/ 2YYSNOSE aiKS . NyOK wWAGSNI I ffSe ralbiddAf KAIK
G2dz2NRA&Y RSGSt 2 LIY S YNotableyattrdrtiduis alonky tfid Bvway indlide €lose to

30 registered historic buildings, in atldn to museuns, recreational areas, and cultural

venues.

No matter the seasgma drive along the byway provigegisitors with views of open landscapes
including woodlands and pastures, rivers and streams, and views dMdlose Mountain

l| Page
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Range With stunning foliage in the fall, and snowcapped mountains in the withé scenic
bywayis rightfully designated.

Requirements for this byway to continue as a designated route include the formation of a

byway committee in addition to the creation ofnaarketing planinthe springof 2013 the

strategic marketing team was formed and held two meegittgoughoutthe summerof 2013

These meetings lead to the initial draft opkan.In the past three years supporters of the

byway, in partnership with Strafford Regional Planning Commission and NHDOT have worked to
form a committee andlraft strategic marketing plan.

Recently, in 2015, the process wasumed. In early June 2015 an Advisory Committee was
reestablished and the result is the strategic marketing plan that follows.

Strategic Marketing Plan Overview

TheBranch River Valley Trail Strategic Marketing Bkstribes existing conditions and outlines
plans for the enhancement of the intrinsic qualities for which the byway is recognized. It
important to note that this jan is a tool to be used kthe two byway municipalitiesand the
Advisay Committee It is not a regulatory document, and it does not affect the ability of each
town to make independent planning and regulatory decisions. Rather, it considebywes/ as

a single, continuous corridor and makes recommendations for theagement angrromotion

of the byway as a whole.

The purpose of creating such a pla
is to identify waysn which the two
towns can collaborate to strike a
balance between mmotion and
protection of the gl &
resources. Ahough this plan
addresses the yway corridor as a
whole, it does not treat the route as
a homogenous stretch of roadway
¢CKS LI IyQa 321l f
to recognize that eackown has its
own character, history,
developnent patterns, and goals '
for the future. At the same time,
opportunities for cooperation and
collective enggement are
presented such thatyway travelers may have a connective experience along the route.

UOISSIWILIOD S0elLBH PIBUSYeM
1paJID 010yd uonelS uoiun

This document contains four main sections. Theodaiction summarizes the planning procgss
and lists tle goals and objectives for theylWway. The Existing Conditions sectiargents an

2| Page
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inventory of the @ 6 @ Q&4 AYUONAYyaAO aO0OSyAO> Kmabkghafithsh O Odz
Next, Physical Conditions are discussed, including traffic and safety, signage, land use and
conservation Last is the Strategic Marketing Plan which includes the Detailed Action Plan
linking the Marketing Plan with thgoals andobjectives, actions to be taken and a timeline for

their completion.

The findings from the Existing Conditions section providehkasis for theStrategic Marketing
Plan, which broadly describes howconomic development,transportation, land use
conservation, and recre®n maybe managed along theyway.

Planning Process

The Strafford Regional Planning Commission (SRPC) received funding througldetfzdly
fundedUnified Planning Work Program to adghe Towns of Wakefield and Milton in creating

a Strategic Marketing Plan for the Branch River Valley. Tifad two communities contributed

in the form of volunteer time for committee participation. The Scenic Byways program is a
federal poogram administered by the New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NHDOT).

Federal Highway Administration Requirementgl Points

The Federal Highway Administration put forth the following requirements for byways that
strive for National Scenic Byway recognition as stated in the Interim Policy for the National
Scenic Byways Program. Althoubkse federal requirements aneot a New Fmpshire Scenic

and Cultural Byway requirement, it is suggesteg the Sate to consider includinghese
fourteen pointsin the plar.

1. A map identifying the corridor boundaries, location of intrinsic qualities, and land uses
in the corridor.

2. An assessmentof the byway's intrinsic qualities and their context (the area
surrounding them)

3. A strategy for maintaining and enhancing each of the byway's intrinsic qualitidsk
what you want the byway corridor to look like in-16 years and develop goals and
strategies to help you get there.

4. A list of the agencies, groups, and individuals who are part of the team that will carry
out the plan, including a description sésponsibilities

5. A strategy for how existing development along the corridor might be enhancatl
how to accommodate new development while preserving the byway's intrinsic
qualities.

6. A plan for ongoing public participation.

3| Page
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7. A general review of the road's safety record to locate hazards and poor design, and
identify possible corrections.

8. A planto accommodate commercial traffic while ensuring the safety of sightseers in
smaller vehicles, as well as bicyclists, joggers, and pedestrians.

9. A listing and discussion of efforts to minimize anomalous intrusions on the visitor's
experience of the bywaysuch asvoluntary use oflandscape screening.

10.Documentation of compliance with all existing local, state, and federal laws about the
control of outdoor advertising.

11.A plan toensurethat the number and placement of highway signs will not get in the
way of scenery, but still be sufficienfior wayfinding.

12.Plansfor making and publicizinghe byway.
13. Any proposals for modifying the roadwaysing context sensitive design standards.

14. A description ofthe plan to explain and interpretthe byway's significantresources to
visitors. Interpretation could be visitor centers, leaflets, audio tours, information panels,
and special events. In this category, creativity makes a big difference.

4| Page
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Existing Conditions

Inventory of Intrinsic Qualities

According to the FHWA Scenic and Cultural Byway designation criteria, a route must possess
gualities of regional significance from at least one of the following six intrinsic vaitessc,

natural, historic, cultural, archeological, andecreational. Thé&8ranch River Valley Trailrrently
possessesoteworthy qualities of fiveesources Table 1 is a detailedstiof resources along the

route including its location and type of resourcBelow ae FHWA definitions of intrinsic
qualities."

Historic
Historic quality encompasses legacies of the pz
that are distinctly associated with physica
elements of the landscape, whether natural ofs
manmade, that are of such historic significancgs
that they educate theviewer and stir an &
appreciation for the past. The historic element
reflect the actions of people and may includ
buildings, settlement patterns, and othen#
examples of human activity. Historic features ce
be inventoried, mapped, and interpreted. The
possess integrity of location, design, setting
material, workmanshipfeeling and association.

Milton TownHouse Photo Credit : John Katwick

Cultural

Cultural quality is evidence and
expressions of the customs or
traditions of a distinct group of
people. Cultural features incled
crafts, music, dance, rituals, festivals,
speech, food, special events,
vernacular architecturewhichare
currently practiced. The cultural
gualities of the corridor could highlight
one a more significant communities

Declaration of Independence Reading: Milton NH Photo and/or ethnic traditions.
Credit: Susann Foster Brown

5| Page
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Natural

Natural quality applies to those
features in the visual
environment that are in a
relatively undisturbed state.
These éatures predate the arrival
of human populations and may
include geological formations,
fossils, landform, water bodies,
vegetationand wildlife. There
may be evidence of human
activity, but the natural features
reveal minimal disturbances.

Aerial PhotdMilton Three Pond®hoto Credit: Larry Brown

Recreational

Recreational quality involves outdoor recreational activities
directly associated with and dependent upon the natural

and cultural elemedl @ 2F GKS O2NM#eR2NDA
recreational activities providepportunities for active and

passive recreational experiences. They inclubiing,

downhill skiing, rafting, boating, fishing, and hiking. Driving

the road itself may qualify as a pleasurable recreational
experience. The recreational activities may dessonal but

the quality and importance of the recreational activities as
seasonal opetions must be well recognized.

Barbour Coservation Land Photo Credit:
SRPC

Scenic

Scenic quality is the heightened visual experien
derived from the view ofnatural and manmade
elements of the visual environment of the scen
byway corridor. The characteristics of the landscafl
are strikingly distinct and offer a pleasing and mo
memorable visual experience. All elements of the
landscape landform, water, vegmtion, and

NH Farm Museum Milton Photo Credit: SRPC

6| Page
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manmade developmentO2 Y i NA 6dziS G2 GKS ljdz2tAGe 27F
Everything present is in harmony and shares in the intrinsic qualities

Archaeological

Archaeological quality involves thos
characteristics of the scenic byway
corridor that are physicadvidence of
historic or prehistoric human life or
activity that are visible and capable o
being inventoried and interpreted.
The aOSyAO oeglse
archeological interest, as identifie
through ruins, artifacts, structural
remains, and other physal evidence
have scientific significance that
educate the viewer and stir an
appreciation for the past.

Newichawannock Canal Wakefield NH Photo
Credit: Wakefield Heritag€ommission

Byway Rute Descriptionand Site Access

Route

At the northern end of the pway in Wakefield, the Branch River Valley Tiadélginson
Wakefield Roadvhereit meetsNHRoute 153across fronGage Hill Roadrhebywayintersects
with NH Route 153and heads south where it bears righhto High Steet into the village of
Sanbornville When High Streeends atMeadow Street lH Route 109)the byway follows it
eastfor two tenths of a milehrough Sanbornvillehefore turningsouth againdown Wakefield
Road NHRoutes 153 and 109)NH Raute 109 splits off and thebywayfollows the Branch River
down NH Route 153Wakefield Road Very soon after crossingH Route 16NH Route 153
splits offand the byway continues on NH Route 125 and crossesMiiton.

NHRoute 125a secondargtate-maintained road continuesinto Milton at the intersection of
NHRoutes 16 & 125(White Mountain HighwayBywaytravelers can take short detour north
on ApplebeeRoad, a class V roa, visit the small town oMilton Mills. After passingApplebee
Roadthe byway continues down NH Route 125end where it intersectsNH Route 75. The
entire byway is approximatelf4.3 mileslongwith a drive time of 20 minutesSee route map
sections below.

7| Page



































































































